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1)	Improve	Your	Bott	om	Line
The Grinnell Chamber has a wealth of programs and acti viti es that can 
help your company prosper.  All you have to do is get involved!  
Chamber members are encouraged to patronize a member when 
fulfi lling business and personal needs for goods and services. It’s good 
business and good citi zenship.

2)	Expand	Your	Network
Annual Dinner and Business Partner of the Year Awards  - The 
Chamber Annual Dinner is the highlight of the business year 
recapping your business successes and recognizing our business 
leaders.

���µ�•�]�v���•�•�����L�����Œ���ñ���r��This event gives you the opportunity to mix with other Chamber 
members, potenti al customers, and future business partners.

���À���v�š�����}�}�Œ���]�v���Ÿ���}�v���r��Volunteering on a committ ee of a community-wide event is a 
great way to develop relati onships that result in collaborati ve business partnerships 
and gets you exposed to the community at large.

Ambassador Visits - Thirty chamber members visit businesses to hear about 
services and products off ered.  These individuals are committ ed to promoti ng 
business through the most eff ecti ve adverti sing of all, word of mouth. 

3)	Enhance	Your	Credibility	
Chamber membership tells your customer that you are a reputable company 
parti cipati ng in the local business community. When consumers know that a small 
business is a member of the Chamber of Commerce, they are 44% more likely to think 
favorably of it and 63% more likely to purchase goods or services from the 
company in the future.

4)	Find	Staff	
Members may post employment openings on the Grinnell 
Chamber of Commerce website free of charge.

5)	Member	Support
• Assistance with stati sti cal research. 
• Monthly member spotlights in a newslett er distributed to over 

5000 homes.
• Exclusive Member Deals, Discounts, & Buying Programs
• Customized Business Evaluati on Task Force
• Access to Volunteer Support Systems



6)	Gain	Increased	Visibility	Through	Cost	
Eff	ecti	ve	Marketi	ng
• Email blasts highlighti ng Member 

sales, specials, and events are sent to           
hundreds of consumers each week at no 
cost to Chamber Members.  

• Members can link their website to the 
Chamber site for free and have any event or promoti on 
listed on the community web calendar.

• Members receive a free listi ng in the “Shopping”, “Services”, 
and “GO” secti ons of our Member Directory that is mailed 
out to every  household and business in Poweshiek County. 

• As a member you can uti lize the Chamber’s variety of direct 
mail lists and use the Chamber’s bulk mail permit for free, 
dramati cally reducing your cost for direct mail campaigns.

• Adverti sing in the Chamber monthly newslett er is an          
extremely aff ordable way to reach over 5000 households 
and businesses in Grinnell.

• The Chamber will represent your business at local, regional, 
and state wide trade events including the Iowa State Fair by      
taking your brochures to every event, personally distributi ng 
your brochure to thousands of potenti al customers.  

• Your business is listed in all community informati on &         
relocati on packets, and listed in the Grinnell Visitor’s Guide 
distributed to 150,000 people annually.

7)	Generati	ng	Programs	for	a	Quality	Community
Community Events help brand our community and perpetuate 
our culture.  Events bring us together to celebrate life in our 
city, and provide a venue for acti ve citi zenry; without 
membership in the Chamber many of them would not exist.  
The  Grinnell Chamber of Commerce proudly facilitates, or 
parti cipates in, the following events.   

• Ag Appreciati on Day
• College Alumni Weekend 
• College Welcome
• Customer Appreciati on Days
• Educator of the Year Award
• Farmer’s Market - late May 

through late October
• Family Weekend - Grinnell     

College
• 5th Grade Spelling Bee

• 4th of July Parade
• Happy Days
• Homecoming Parade
• Home Show and Business Expo
• Jingle Bell Holiday
• Kites Over Grinnell
• Music in the Park - Thursdays in 

May through August
• Ridiculous Day
• First Friday Fest

Did	You	
Know...
•	 The	Chamber’s	website	had	

24,698	visitors	that	looked	at	
73,613	pages.

•	 When	consumers	know	that	a	
restaurant	is	a	member	of	the	
chamber	of	commerce,	they	are	
50%	more	likely	to	eat	at	the	
restaurant	more	oft	en.

•	 Most	consumers	(59%)	think	that	
being	acti	ve	in	the	local	chamber	
is	an	eff	ecti	ve	business	strategy,	
88	%	believe	it	communicates	
that	a		company	uses	good			
business	practi	ces	and	85%	
believe	it	communicates	that	a	
business	is	reputable.	

•	 The	Chamber	conti	nues	to	pro-
mote	Chamber	Bucks	each	year,	
which	means	that	all	the	money	
from	the	sales	of	Chamber	Bucks	
remains	in	Grinnell	and	turns	
over	in	the	community	seven	
ti	mes.

•	 The	Senior	Chamber	has	48						
acti	ve	members.	Their	meeti	ngs	
are	held	the	second	Wednesday	
from	February	to	December.

•	 On	the	nati	onal	level,	the	United	
States	Chamber	of	Commerce						
represents	more	than	3	million		
businesses.

•	 The	Grinnell	Chamber	of							
Commerce	receives	over	10,000	
calls	each	year	for	informati	on.

Today’s	business	environment	is	no	
longer	one	of	a	dog	eat	dog	world,	
rather	one	in	which	the	stronger	the	

pack	the	safer	you	are!



Grinnell Chamber Staff Members

Angela Harrington, President
exec@grinnellchamber.org

Sheryl Parmley, Events
events@grinnellchamber.org

Jean Jones, Membership
chamber@grinnellchamber.org

Melissa West, Media & Information Hub
gcrec@grinnellchamber.org

Grinnell Area Chamber of Commerce
833 Fourth Avenue

P.O. Box 538
Grinnell, IA 50112

641-236-6555
641-236-3499 (Fax)

www.grinnellchamber.org

       
•	 	 Email blasts to hundreds of consumers weekly
•	 	 Low cost advertising in Chamber Direct Mail Campaigns
•	 	 Representation of your business at regional and state wide trade 	

	 shows and at the State Fair 
•	 	 Membership Credibility Decal
•	 	 “Hotline” – Bad check alert system
•	 	 Direct Links to your website on the Chamber Website
•	 	 Business Referrals in response to over 10,000 inquiries annually. 
•	 	 Business Contacts and Networking Opportunities
•	 	 State and National Legislative Representation
•	 	 Members-Only Chamber Bucks Shop Local Program
•	 	 Chamber Ambassador visits to members
•	 	 Assistance with Media releases and Press Kits
•	 	 Use of bulk mailing permit
•	 	 Inclusion in all Community Information and Relocation Packets
•	 	 Business After Five Networking Events
•	 	 Listing in the Chamber Membership Directory mailed to every 	 	

	 home in Poweshiek County quarterly
•	 	 Representation in Tourism Information Packets and Visitor Guides
•	 	 Access to Volunteer Support System
•	 	 Retail and Industrial Space Site Selection Assistance
•	 	 Business seminars and workshops
•	 	 Member profiles and spotlights by email and by direct mail
•	 	 Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting
•	 	 Chamber of Commerce Annual Golf Outing
•	 	 Deep Discounts on Booth and Space Rental at all Community 	 	

	 Chamber-Sponsored Events
•	 	 Inclusion in over 25,000 brochures about Grinnell distributed to 	 	

	 Welcome Centers around Iowa
•	 	 The opportunity to be included in the College Student Mailer
•	 	 College Welcome Event Representation
•	 	 Inclusion in group tours and convention information guides
•	 	 Exclusive Member Deals, Discounts and Buying Programs
•	 	 Inclusion in Central Business District Development Decision Making
•	 	 Complimentary maps and phone books.
•	 	 Information Distribution to all Senior Chamber Members
•	 	 Newsleter, Website and Email Blasts of Member Sales, Specials and 	

	 Events 
•	 	 Customized Business Evaluation, Development Task Force
•	 	 Business Development and Expansion Assistance
•	 	 Business exposure through all Public Relations Events and                	

	 Community Celebrations.

Grinnell Area Chamber of Commerce 
Mission Statement

The Mission of the Grinnell Area Chamber of Commerce is to promote and strengthen business and commerce.  
Through community leadership, we will promote professional growth, community interaction, 

and develop innovative services to advance economic growth for the area.


