
Attractions
•	� Check out “Eclipse”, a mural by David 

Loewenstein.  

•	� Visit Carroll’s Pumpkin Farm for some 
October fun. 

•	� Grinnell College’s historic Herrick  
Chapel is available for weddings 
throughout the year.

•	� Keep an eye out around town for 
Grinnell’s famous Glitter Truck, 
maintained by Tilly Woodward of the 
Faulconer Gallery, Grinnell College!

•	� See the stars at Grinnell College’s Grant 
O. Gale Observatory or take a tour of the 
beautiful campus.

•	� The Grinnell Railway Express Model 
Railroad Club features an interactive 
railroad display of Grinnell in the 50’s.

•	� See a live performance at the historic  
B G Voertman Theatre.

•	� See the oldest fire engine west of the 
Mississippi.

•	� New  Grinnell Aquatic Center coming 
June 2010.

•	 �New,  state-of-the-art LEED  
Gold-Certified Drake Library coming  
Fall 2009.

•	� New  Grinnell Arts Center coming 
Spring 2010.

•	� Come fly a kite during Kites Over 
Grinnell, Grinnell’s international kite 
flying competition and showcase.

•	� Summer at its best — Friday Festival 
street dance, live music, shopping, and 
beverage garden — first Friday of every 
month May – October.

•	� Celebrate Ag Appreciation Day every 
September with great speakers, an 
outdoor cookout, and tractor parade!  

•	� Listen to great live music in Central park 
every Thursday evening May – October.

•	� Our Fourth of July Celebration boasts a 
fabulous fireworks show, live music and 
one of the largest Independence parades 
in the state of Iowa!

•	� Join five thousand or so of your closest 
friends in downtown Grinnell for Happy 
Days – classic and vintage car show, 
carnival, art show, craft fair, live music 
and great Iowa food!.

•	� Take in the industry expo and home show.

•	� Buy baked goods, fresh fruits & veggies, 
and homemade crafts at the Farmer’s 
Market, Thursdays and Saturdays  
May – October.  

•	� Join the Grinnell Fire Department for 
Foam Days at Central Park.

•	� Get ready for the Grinnell Area Annual 
Bike Ride every September.

•	� Cheer on the Pioneers at a Grinnell 
College baseball, basketball, or  
football game.

•	� Watch the excitement of the Grinnell 
Twilight Criterium downtown bike race.

•	� See the one of the largest Homecoming 
parades in the state and cheer on the 
home team at Grinnell High School 
athletic events throughout the year.    

•	� Have a blast at the Poweshiek County Fair.

•	� Enjoy exercise and fresh air with 2nd 
Saturday recreation trail events!

•	� Check out all of Grinnell’s events at  
www.grinnellchamber.org.

Cool things to Do

Did You Know?  In the spring of 2005, Grinnell embarked upon a renovation project designed to make its downtown area more 
�L�Q�Y�L�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�����7�K�H���U�H�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V�H�G���Q�H�Z���Z�D�W�H�U���P�D�L�Q�V�����U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�Z�R���Z�D�\���W�U�D�I�À�F���Á�R�Z���� 
brick crosswalks, and a median strip at each intersection designed with Grinnell’s distinctive Jewel Box pattern.
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Events



Cool things to Do

Did you know?  In 2004 the American Institute of Architects named the Merchants National Bank Building (home of the 
Grinnell Convention & Visitors Bureau and the Grinnell Chamber of Commerce) the architectural building of the decade 
1910-1919.
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Tours
•	 �Learn Grinnell’s history with an 

Architectural Landmark Walking Tour.

•	 Take a Global Sign Tour at ASI Signs.

•	 �Discover the best (secret) places to 
hunt in Poweshiek County on a guided 
Hunting Tour.

•	 �Explore Grinnell College’s beautiful 
campus on a student-led Campus Tour.  

•	 �Go green with a Grinnell Watershed 
Ecological Tour.

•	 �Take a tour of Mariposa Herb Farm, 
which supplies herbs to eight 	
different states.

•	 �Tour Priority Plastics to discover where 
your plastics come from.

•	 �Visit the new, state-of-the-art LEED 	
Gold-Certified Drake Library. Coming 	
Fall 2009.

•	 �View an exhibition at Grinnell College’s 
Faulconer Gallery. 

•	 �Take a trip through time at the Grinnell 
Historical Museum.

•	 �Go inside Louis Sullivan’s Jewel Box 
Bank (now home of Grinnell’s Chamber 
of Commerce).

•	 �For family fun, sign up for one of the Art 
Center’s Hands-on Art Projects. 

•	 �Be inspired by Rande Jones Negro 
Spiritual Tales.

•	 �Make a stained glass window catcher at 
Dragonshire Stained Glass Studio.

•	 �Get in the act with hands-on jewelry and 
quilt making at Grinnell Fiberworks.

•	 �Make your own flower arrangement at 
Flowers on Fourth or Bates Flowers.

•	 �Get creative with a Scrapbooking Clinic. 

•	 �Make homemade apple cider at the 
Grinnell Historical Museum.

•	 �Bake your own scones with Saturday 
Cinnamons.

•	 �Customize an arts experience with the 
Grinnell Area Arts Council

Workshops



Recreation & Fitness
•	� Take an afternoon off at the 18-hole golf 

course at Oakland Acres.

•	� Be a part of 2nd Saturdays - choose 
between a 5K, 10K, and 1 mile fun run!

•	� Need more golf?  Grinnell Country Club 
has a 9-hole course. 

•	� Get your own bucket of balls at the 
Ahrens Park driving range.

•	� Take advantage of the fabulous Ahrens 
Park, with youth softball and baseball 
fields, basketball and tennis courts, and a 
toddler pool for the little ones.

•	� Hike the trails of Arbor Lake!

•	Rent a bike from Bikes to You.

•	� Spend an afternoon bowling at 
Bowladrome. 

•	� Visit CERA - The Conard Environmental 
Research Area of Grinnell College.

•	� Bike or hike the 6 mile Grinnell Area 
Recreation Trail.

•	� Explore the plains with Grinnell College’s 
Prairie Walk.

•	� Slip down a waterslide or relax on the 
lazy river – SPLASH! Grinnell Mutual 
Aquatic Center coming June 2010.

•	� Get in the game with the Grinnell 
Recreation Department’s incredible 
programming. 

•	� Cross country ski or fish at Krum Nature 
Preserve.

•	� Have a blast on Lake Nyanza’s frisbee 
golf course.

•	� Splash around in Grinnell College’s 
Olympic-size swimming pool.

•	� Go on a field trip with Prairie Fire 
Gymnastics and bounce on a giant 
trampoline.

•	� Ride the bike trail to Rock Creek State 
Park, and paddle boat, fish, boat, bike, 
and hike. 

•	� Swim indoors at 5 area motels.

•	� Hunt for your next great find in eclectic 
boutiques and �unique stores. 

•	� Visit the farmer’s market for Iowa �grown 
produce, baked goods, crafts and more.

•	� Whether it’s fine art or funky, explore 
your artistic side in numerous �art galleries 
and studios.

•	� From big boxes to jewel boxes, from thrift 
and affordable to luxury and �indulgent, 
shopping is an experience in Grinnell!

Cool things to Do

Let us handle the details!  For a custom itinerary, contact us today!
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Shopping

Grinnell Convention and Visitors Bureau 
833 4th Avenue Grinnell, IA 50112  
800-700-1723   •  exec@grinnellchamber.org   •   www.grinnellchamber.org



TASTE.  DO.  PLAY.  STAY.

One of the “Coolest Small Towns in America”– BudgetTravel

••

GRINNELL
DES MOINES IOWA CITY
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Grinnell Convention and Visitors Bureau
833 4th Avenue Grinnell, IA 50112  • 800-700-1723  •  www.grinnellchamber.org

Grinnell, Iowa was selected by Budget Travel as one of the coolest small towns in America (ranked third in 

the nation) for its high quality of life, plus thriving arts, culture, dining, and recreational opportunities.

Seconds from everything and an hour from anywhere! Everything in Grinnell is right at hand and we’re 

less than an hour from Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, and Iowa City!


